
 
Minutes of the Parish Council  

Meeting held in the John Lampon Hall – 26th August 2009 at 7.30p.m. 
 
In the Chair:   John Gili-Ross 
Members Present: Sally Butcher, Jenny Church, Bernard Colbron, Sue Day, Andrew Savage, David 

Short, Peter Sleigh, Chris Stevenson, Harry Stone, Bob Tyrrell 
Clerk:     Val Walsom 
Present:    Councillor Jill Tod, Councillor Dennis Willetts 
       
1. Apologies for Absence 

There were no apologies for absence. 
  

2. Declaration of Interest 
 There were no declarations of interest. 

 
3. Minutes 
 Minutes of the meetings of 22nd July 2009 were approved with no amendments. 
  
4. Borough Councillors’ Report 

Councillor Tod advised that the hut at the level crossing will be removed during the weekend 
commencing 28th August 2009. 
 

5. Progress Reports for Information 
 Courses and Events 
 ECC –   Chitts Hill Closure – 28/08/09, 23.30 – 01/09/09, 07:00. 
 EALC -   Chairman’s Day 2 – 07/10/09 
 RCCE -  Village Hall and Community Building Conference – 10/10/09 
    Best Kept Village Competition results – the winning village was Great Bardfield 
 ETP -  Health and Safety Course – 06/11/09 
    Law and Procedures Course – 20/10/09 
    Budget Precept Course - 07/10/09 
 Essex Police – Public meeting at the Moot Hall – 08/09/09 at 7.30p.m. 
 
6. Planning and Village Design Matters 
 Minutes of the Planning and Village Design Matters Committee meeting held on 19th August 2009 were 
 received.   

There was a discussion about the new village signs.  Communication is ongoing with Essex Highways 
about the quality of the wood used. 
EALC is setting up a new statutory Planning Committee involving Clerks and Councillors with a particular 
interest in planning.  An initial meeting will be held on 09/10/09. 
Bunting and Sons have requested, under the Freedom of information Act, any documents and 
correspondence relating to the Horkesley Park Heritage Centre application. 

   
7. Parish Plan 

CBC’s comments have been received and they are generally happy with the Parish Plan.  Work is 
continuing on the priority areas; transport and policing the village.  Policing the village will be an item 
for discussion at next month’s PC meeting.  Members of the Parish Plan Steering group have joined 
forces with members of the PC to work on the Village Design Statement.  Parish Plan information on the 
village website is to be refreshed and will include a monitoring report. 
 

8. Land and Recreation Matters  
Minutes of the Land and Recreation Committee meeting held on 13th August 2009 were received. 
• Work is nearly complete on clearing the Village Green.  Drinking and glue sniffing dens have been 

exposed and the police will be informed.   



 
• The broken Horse Spring in the play area has been repaired. 
• It was agreed to buy ‘Danger of Deep Water’ and ‘No Fishing’ signs for the Queens Head Pond at £73 

each.  Due to the decreasing population of female ducks on the pond it was agreed to purchase 
about 4 at approximately £15 each.  Their wings will need to be clipped.  

• The Parish Plan group has organised a ‘Litter Pick Day’ on 19/09/09.  This will be advertised.  
 

9. Football Club 
The Football Club has requested, from the Parish Council, a lease for a period of 25 years in order that 
they can apply for grants for their proposed new club house.  A letter of intent has been drafted.  They 
have also asked to erect floodlights for training purposes on the Lorkin Daniell Field.  It was proposed to 
invite members of the Football Club to next month’s meeting to discuss all their proposals. 

  
10. Halls Matters 
 There was no Hall Committee meeting this month. 

• The guttering and doors project has been completed satisfactorily and the bill can now be paid.   
• A meeting was held between Bernard Colbron, June Mayhew and Caroline Nix, the cleaning 

contractor.  Caroline Nix agreed that the cleaning is not up to an acceptable standard. Complaints 
have been received.  She will find out the problems and report back as soon as possible. 

  
11. Village Street Scene and Communications Matters 
 There was no meeting this month. 

A copy of a letter sent by a resident to Councillor Willetts objecting to wheelie bins was received by the 
PC.  Councillor Willetts advised that councils are looking into the use of wheelie bins as they statistically 
improve the volume of recycling.  CBC has set up a Task and Finishing group to look at various options.  
The PC is opposed to the use of wheelie bins and a letter will be sent to the CBC’s Portfolio holder for 
Street Services. 

 
12. BYG 

A traditional Sports Day was held at the last meeting which was very successful.  More young people are 
expected at the next meeting when the new Year 6 will be eligible to take part. 

 
13. Finance and Personnel Advisory Team 
 Andrew Savage was elected Chair of the Finance and Personnel Advisory Team. 
 The July accounts were presented as follows: 
 The General Account showed 48% income, 22% general expenditure, 34% environment expenditure 
 and 25% expenditure overall. 
 The Hall Account showed 43% income, 35% expenditure. 

• It was agreed to transfer £373.75 from the Mumford Bequest account, and £1300 from the Hall 
account to pay part of the cost of the Hall refurbishments.  The Donation budget will cover £5000 of 
the cost. 

• It was agreed to accept a quote of £850 to replace the corridor flooring between the halls.  The work 
will be carried out as soon as possible. 
 

It was proposed by Andrew Savage and seconded by Bernard Colbron to make the following payments: 
General Account                        Salary Payments to Mrs Walsom and Gary Walls 

Hockleys Hall refurbishments and glazing works 19176.25 
CBC Litter bins 326.51 

Wicksteed Leisure Play equipment repairs 301.96 
Ernest Doe Miscellaneous items for mower etc 55.40 

Colchester Skip Hire Allotment clearance 126.50 
Anglian Water Allotments/Poors Land 83.55 

Audit Commission 2009 Audit 327.75 
Inland Revenue NI 17.22 
Mail Boxes Etc Village Bulletin 488.00 

Orpen Hall Account                                                        Salary Payment to Mrs Mayhew 
Elanor Technical Services Investigate loss of gas 82.80 

Caroline Nix Cleaning 380.00 
June Mayhew Miscellaneous purchases 29.99 

Roberts Cleaning Services Window cleaning 25.00 



 
14. Correspondence 

Chris Stevenson has received some correspondence in his role as Emergency Planning Officer.  He will 
look at this and report back at the next meeting. 

   
15. Consideration of Items for the Next Agenda 
 Parish Plan – Policing the Village 
 West Bergholt Football Club 

  
16. Date of Next Meeting 
 23rd September 2009 starting at 7.30p.m.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………………………………………………………                       Date ………………………………….. 
 
Position on Parish Council…………………………………………………………………………. 
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